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Introduction
Totalitarianism is an ideology that came into existence between World War I and World War II. It is mainly characterized by an irrational society. This paper begins with the general idea of totalitarianism. First of all, totalitarianism is a form of government in which the state has total and unlimited authority over its citizens (Cheibub et al., 2010). It is also important to note here that in totalitarian States or countries the government exerts significant control over the religious, cultural, and economic affairs of the country and it is characterized by single-party politics which is spear headed by a leader who is perceived to be a dictator. 
The idea of totalitarianism started to spread in the world mostly from 1918 and the major reason for that was due to the disorientation that had occurred after the First World War (Passerini, 2017).  Societies were highly damaged and people were struggling to rebuild their nations after the first great struggle. The other reason for the spread of totalitarianism was that the war had already discredited old governments and people were looking for ways they can lead their countries better than previous governments did and by analyzing various ways in which old governments failed them, they thought that totalitarianism would provide solutions to the problems they were facing. 
Economic difficulties were another reason for the massive spread of the idea of totalitarianism. After the World War I, there were economic challenges in the countries that much contributed to the Great Depression that further led to fundamental changes in the world’s economy. Due to these challenges, people felt that a totalitarian government would offer some practical solutions that would help in the reconstruction process even if it meant offering short-term solutions. 
 Hallmarks Exploration 
A good example of a totalitarian government is the one formed by Benito Mussolini who founded the Fascist Party promising to offer quick solutions to the deteriorating economy and territory. History has it that Mussolini framed his political arguments around a couple of key issues (Art, 2012). First, he criticized democracy and constitutional government explaining that it was inefficient and, therefore, called for a charismatic dictatorship led by a leader who could fix the problems people were facing (Art, 2012). According to Pauley (2014), Mussolini was able to seize power by promising the people that he would fix the broken economy and by creating a government that forces fair deals between workers and business owners hence ensuring that everybody secured himself or herself a job. Based on these ideas, Mussolini became even more popular something that later on helped him become the leader of Italy. 
While this part has discussed the two main reasons which led to the spread of the idea of totalitarianism in the past and how Mussolini regime came into power, it is important to note here that even today there are countries that are still ruled by totalitarian governments. Despite perceiving itself as a democratic country, North Korea is ranked as the least democratic and the most totalitarian country in the world which makes it a good representative of a totalitarian regime. This is evident in the sense that North Korea has been under the control of the Kim’s Family since its formation in 1948 (Kihl & Kims, 2014). Kim II-Sung, Kim Jong-II, and now Kim Jong-Un have each in his own way made North Korea a totalitarian country. 
Seizure of Power
History has it that after the Second World War, Korean Peninsula found itself divided between two foreign ideologies from the Soviet Union and the United States (Armstrong, 2013). After Japan was defeated in 1945, the Soviet Union decided to occupy the communist side of North Korea while the United States occupied South Korea (Armstrong, 2013). The communist North was well equipped with thousands of armed veterans who fought alongside mao tse-tung’s Chinese Red Army against Japense and then against Chiang kai-shek in China’s own bloody civil war (Armstrong, 2013). The leader of the armed veterans was Kim IL-Sung who had witnessed the United States appointing former Japanese collaborators to top leadership positions in the South. 
According to Armstrong (2013), Kim IL-Sung intent of forming the army was to ensure that he used it to unite the whole Korea to make it under one communist ideology. Unfortunately, the South was unstable and, thus, resisted Kim IL-Sung’s efforts and instead tried to defend itself. From 1945-1950, the South under the leadership of Syngman Rhee experienced massive civil unrest dealing with popular demonstrations that extended to the cross-border along 38 parallel (Armstrong, 2013). Following years of cross-border raids and skirmishing along the 38 parallel, Kim IL-Sung invaded the South in June 25th, 1950 behind a barrage of artillery fire. With eminent success, Kim IL-Sung was able to seize power and became a strong leader in North Korea. 
Kim IL-Sung developed a cult-like personality that was tied to the country’s state philosophy of Juche and shut his people off from interacting with the rest of the world (David-West, 2009). This philosophy was passed down to his immediate son Kim Jong-Il and now the current president Kim Jong-Un. The North was even further isolated when the Soviet Union was dissolved something that almost collapsed North Korea’s economy. One thing to understand here is that the history of the leadership of North Korea definitely shows that the leaders tend to believe in a pure monarchical system that has so far been passed down to the three Kim’s generations. 
How did the current the current leader in your chosen state came to power?
Little information has been documented explaining how Kim Jong-Un came to power, but one thing is clear that his father promoted him from one rank to the other occupying high positions in the North Korean government. When Kim-Jong-II died in 2011, Kim Jong-Un who is the third son became a Supreme Leader. To date, Kim Jong-Un has shown his efforts to introducing some economic and political reforms in North Korea. For example, just recently he allowed limited foreign touring, called for reduction of capital punishments for defectors as well as allowing freedom in the media industry. However, the current leader has largely continued his father’s and grandfather’s oppressive policies and most unsettlingly continues to expand the country’s nuclear weapons program. 
In a nutshell, the Kim’s Family became such a powerful dynasty in North Korea simply by operating as theocratic dictators. It is also important to note here that North Korea goes through all the motions of a parliamentary democracy, but people are not allowed to disagree with the divine rights of a totalitarian leader. 
Was it a legitimate (democratic) accession, or did this leader force his/her way into power?
As discussed earlier, Kim IL-Sung who was the first leader to hold power in North Korea was not a legitimate leader as he did not go through democratic accession to power. He simply formed an Army that fought against the Japanese and after his victory, he rose to power by establishing a totalitarian government in North Korea. Since then, North Korea has been operated by Kim’s dynasty that operates in form of a monarchy. 
Is this leader appointed for life, or subject to the electoral process? 
Kim Jong-Un was subjected to the electoral process in 2014 where he won his presidency seat. While this is true, the elections in the country were generally free but unfair as Kim Jong-Un was the only Presidential candidate in the ballot papers.
Theme
Diplomacy and Statecraft
Diplomacy is often construed as an action that strengthens the relationship between two state actors based on shared values. In recent years, it is clear that North Korea has been engaging in activities that has somewhat made the country establish weak relationships with other countries. The three dictators who have so far been in power, have consistently been spreading their totalitarian interests rather than encouraging reintegration that would further encourage good international relations with other countries. As discussed throughout this paper, the three leaders also represent fascists who instead of cultivating or building good international relations focus more on separating themselves and investing more on activities that tend to threaten peace in the world. North Korea has been having poor state-to-state relations particularly with the European countries. The only country that seems to relate well with it is China that has also been promising to support its efforts in expanding nuclear weapon program and this is an issue that continues to raise international concerns.
Poor management of state affairs is another problem North Korea has been facing. Just recently, the United States withdrew its sanctions to North Korea specifically to slow down North Korea’s efforts for the development of nuclear mass weapons. This has also affected other sanctions where the United Nations has been calling for other countries that have been assisting North Korea to stop providing any help to the country.  This would have negative impact on North Korea’s economy something that would also affect its citizens in a negative way.  
Does this state observe international laws?
North Korea seems not to observe international laws particularly those of the use of nuclear weapons. Just recently, North Korea violated International Laws that were sanctioned to ban development of nuclear and ballistic missile weapons. By successfully testing a number of missiles it has so far developed, North Korea continues to risk the lives not only of the Koreans, but also those of the people in the whole world. It has also posed a serious threat to international peace and security of the entire world. 
Have international organizations (such as the UN) criticized the policies of this state? (If so, which policies?)
International Organizations such as the UN Security Council has more often tried to condemn North Korea’s policies particularly those related to Nuclear Weapon development. North Korea’s 2006 and the most recent attempts to testing nuclear missiles are against the internationally accepted regulations and standards that were established by the United Nations. In fact, North Korea has been consistently ignoring the Treaty adopted by the United Nations Council on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. The United Nations argues that North Korea poses significant dangers to the world by developing and testing its nuclear weapons. UN has also argued that the world would be safer without mass destruction weapons hence urging North Korea to stop developing such weapons. 
Does this state threaten its neighbors with aggression?
North Korea has consistently been threatening its neighbors with both atomic and nuclear attacks. For example, in 2006 it successfully tested its first nuclear weapon and began threatening its neighbors. By so doing, research has it that North Korea used the test as a way of preserving its regime’s credibility in the eyes of its own people and as a way of extorting food aid from other nations (Kihl & Kim, 2014). Just recently, North Korea threatened to strike the United States with nuclear missiles particularly when the United Nations approved tougher sanctions against it. These sanctions were imposed to slow down North Korea’s attempt to continue developing nuclear weapons and for security interests of all states. 
A brief judgment on why I consider North Korea to be legitimately totalitarian 
I would consider North Korea legitimate totalitarian because it seems to have almost total control over its people and all affairs of the country. In fact, the will of the leaders and in this case Kim Jong-Un has been more superior to that of the citizens. All state resources seems to have been consistently mobilized to secure this claimed superiority. North Korea also prefers doing things in its own way even if it means violating international laws in the sense that it continues to develop mass destruction weapons hence threatening peace in the world. 
A legitimate totalitarian state is one that uses its power to destroy any chances of installing democracy and that including liberal democracy as well as controlling every aspect of its citizens. In North Korea, constitutional democracy still seems to be a nightmare to many. As discussed earlier on this paper, Kim Jung-Un was the only presidential candidate in last elections held in the country. This is a clear indication that while people exercised their democratic rights, they are still far from enjoying constitutional liberalism. 
Like his grandfather, Kim Jung-Un has been using his powers to redefine himself as a supreme leader who can do anything to ensure that his will and ideals are recognized globally. To perpetuate that, he has been investing more of his time and nation’s resources in weapon development rather than on enhancing the well being of the citizens. The ability to develop nuclear weapons displays his strength, which is also a message he sends to the most powerful nations like the United States. All the information provided in this paper is evident enough to supporting the claim that North Korea is a totalitarian state in the modern world. 
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